
 

National Indigenous History Month 2024 

In 2009, June was declared National Aboriginal History Month by the House of Commons. In 

2017, the name was changed to National Indigenous History Month.  

National Indigenous History Month is a time for all Canadians, Indigenous, non-Indigenous 

and newcomers alike, to reflect and educate ourselves on the strength, history, sacrifices, 

cultures, and contributions of the First Nations, Inuit, and Métis people.  

It is important to remember that the histories of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples are 

distinct, with unique histories within each group. 

 

Why do non-Indigenous Canadians need to learn about Indigenous 

history? 

● Until recently, many Canadians were unaware of the history between Indigenous 

Peoples and Canada. 

● For many generations, Canadians have lived without ever learning about residential 

schools, the historical and current effects of the Indian Act, the importance of treaties, 

or the contributions made by Indigenous Peoples to the diversity of Canada. 

● Non-Indigenous Canadians should learn about Indigenous history to recognize the 

significant role of Indigenous Peoples in shaping the country and protecting 

democracy.  

● June is a chance for all Canadians to get together and learn and celebrate Indigenous 

history. 

Learn more about Indigenous History Month 

● Key events and developments in Indigenous history in what is now Canada  

● Find out whose land you are on 

● Take part in professional training like the University of Alberta’s free Indigenous 

Canada online course 

● Learn what it means to be a good ally 

● 8 ways to engage in truth and reconciliation 

Learn about the work towards Truth and Reconciliation  

● United Nations Declaration on The Rights of Indigenous Peoples.   

● The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples explained 

● National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation: NCTR 

https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/21-things-you-may-not-have-known-about-the-indian-act
https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/whats-the-difference-between-historic-and-modern-treaties
https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/war-of-1812-who-won-undecided-who-lost-indigenous-peoples-of-canada
https://d3d0lqu00lnqvz.cloudfront.net/media/education_guides/english_guides/Key_Moments_in_Indigenous_History_Timeline.pdf
https://d3d0lqu00lnqvz.cloudfront.net/media/education_guides/english_guides/Key_Moments_in_Indigenous_History_Timeline.pdf
https://native-land.ca/
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions-programs/online-courses/indigenous-canada/index.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions-programs/online-courses/indigenous-canada/index.html
https://reseaumtlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Ally_March.pdf
https://dailynews.mcmaster.ca/articles/8-ways-to-engage-in-truth-and-reconciliation/
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/united-nations-declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples#:~:text=The%20United%20Nations%20Declaration%20on,%2C%20Bangladesh%2C%20Bhutan%2C%20Burundi%2C
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_N5jgW0U9M
https://nctr.ca/
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● The Reconciliation Journey 
● Reclaiming Power and Place: The Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 
● Beyond 94: Where is Canada at with reconciliation? 
● The Indian Residential School Survivors Society (IRSSS) 

Celebrate Indigenous Culture 

● Na-Me-Res Pow Wow & Indigenous Arts Festival (June 15 & 16, 2024)  

● An iconic collection of Indigenous Canadian art, both historical and contemporary, is 
housed in the McMichael Canadian Art Collection 

● The Native Canadian Centre of Toronto 
● 2024 Ontario Pow Wow Calendar 
● Explore the deep Canadian Indigenous cultural roots of Tkaronto (Toronto), Ishpadinaa 

(Spadina Road) and the 60+ years of history of the Native Canadian Centre of Toronto! 

Indigenous-owned businesses to support  

● Indigenous authors and bookstores, Indigenous-owned bookstores in the USA and 

Canada First Nations, Métis & Inuit Education 

● Indigenous Owned and Operated Restaurants,   Experience Indigenous cuisine in 

Ontario 

● Indigenous-owned business, 14 Must-Visit Indigenous Businesses in Toronto, 

Indigenous-owned businesses to check out right now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This resource was developed by the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, Accessibility and Anti-Racism 

Office (IDEAA).  If you have any comments or would like to suggest additional resources, please  

e-mail  ideaa@hollandbloorview.ca 

https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1651868378940/1651868435684
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report
https://www.cbc.ca/newsinteractives/beyond-94/child-welfare
https://www.irsss.ca/
https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/festivals-events/indigenous-arts-festival/
https://www.destinationtoronto.com/listing/mcmichael-canadian-art-collection/29245/
https://ncct.on.ca/
https://northernontario.travel/indigenous/pow-wows-ontario-complete-list
https://ncct.on.ca/tour
https://ncct.on.ca/tour
https://www.cbc.ca/books/35-books-to-read-for-national-indigenous-history-month-1.5585489
https://goodminds.com/
https://blog.libro.fm/indigenous-owned-bookstores
https://blog.libro.fm/indigenous-owned-bookstores
https://etfofnmi.ca/fnmi-good-minds
https://www.destinationtoronto.com/leisure-blog/post/indigenous-food-toronto/
https://www.destinationontario.com/en-ca/articles/experience-indigenous-cuisine-ontario
https://www.destinationontario.com/en-ca/articles/experience-indigenous-cuisine-ontario
https://thecedarbasket.com/
https://pinatravels.org/indigenous-businesses-in-toronto/
https://www.styledemocracy.com/indigenous-owned-businesses-to-check-out-right-now/
mailto:ideaa@hollandbloorview.ca

