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Methods

Discussion
• Educators expressed a strong willingness to complete TeachABI and recognized its value for supporting students returning to school 

following ABI. However, successful implementation requires organizational support beyond educators’ control, including support from 
school leadership, school boards, and the Ministry of Education.

• These findings highlight the importance of integrating educator training into established return-to-school planning. Embedding TeachABI 
within existing transition processes may improve educator preparedness, promote consistent implementation of accommodations, and 
facilitate smoother school reintegration for children following ABI.

• This research contributes to the field of pediatric disability by identifying practical factors that influence knowledge translation into schools. 
Improving educator preparedness has the potential to enhance school reintegration, support participation and learning, and ultimately 
improve educational outcomes for children with ABI.

• Limitations: Participants were highly engaged in return-to-school planning and had experience collaborating with Holland Bloorview, which 
may not reflect the perspectives of educators with less experience supporting students following ABI. Future research should evaluate 
TeachABI implementation across diverse school boards, educational settings, and educators with varying levels of ABI experience.

• Acquired brain injury (ABI) is a leading cause of disability and death 
among children.1,2

• Educators play a critical role in facilitating a supportive learning 
environment for students returning to school following 
hospitalization.3

• Educators are largely underprepared to accommodate the learning 
needs of students with ABI.4,5

• TeachABI is a self-directed online professional development 
module for educators, created to address the gap in educator 
knowledge of ABI.6,7

• TeachABI has been shown to improve educators’ knowledge of ABI 
and self efficacy.8

• Further research is needed to examine educators’ willingness to 
complete TeachABI and identify factors that may influence its 
implementation within return-to-school planning.

References

Background

Results

Research Questions

Educators expressed a willingness and need for the implementation 
of TeachABI within student return-to-school planning. Successful 
implementation may be impacted by organizational factors beyond 
educators’ control.

(1) How do educators’ understanding of ABI and professional 
experiences affect their willingness to complete TeachABI?
(2) What factors influence educators’ perceived ability to implement 
TeachABI into return-to-school practices for students following an ABI?

1. Keenan HT, Clark AE, Holubkov R, Ewing-Cobbs L. Changing Healthcare and School Needs in the 
First Year After Traumatic Brain Injury. J Head Trauma Rehabil. 2020;35(1):E67-E77. 
doi:10.1097/HTR.0000000000000499

2. Langlois JA. Traumatic Brain Injury in the United States : Assessing Outcomes in Children. 
Summary and Recommendations from the Expert Working Group. National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control; 2000. 

3. Padova MD, Pettoello-Mantovani M, Dipace A. School in the hospital, the key role of an educating 
community. Global Pediatrics. 2024 Sept;9:100204. doi:10.1016/j.gpeds.2024.100204 

4. Bullock LM, Gable RA, Mohr JD. Traumatic Brain Injury: A Challenge for Educators. Prev Sch Fail 
Altern Educ Child Youth. 2005;49(4):6-10. Mealings M, Douglas J. ‘School’s a big part of your life 
…’: Adolescent Perspectives of Their School Participation Following Traumatic Brain Injury. Brain 
Impair. 2010;11(1):1-16. doi:10.1375/brim.11.1.1

5. Saly L, Provvidenza C, Al-Hakeem H, et al. The Teach-ABI Professional Development Module for 
Educators About Pediatric Acquired Brain Injury: Mixed Method Usability Study. JMIR Hum Factors. 
2023;10:e43129. doi:10.2196/43129

6. Saly L. Teaching Educators About Acquired Brain Injury: A Usability Study Evaluating the Teach-ABI 
Module. M.A. University of Toronto (Canada); 2021. Accessed January 15, 2023. 
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2508885819/abstract/763ED4402CCA4DC8PQ/1

7. Stevens SA, Provvidenza C, Zheng S, Agnihotri S, Hunt A, Scratch SE. Understanding the Needs of 
Ontario Educators in Supporting Students With Acquired Brain Injury in the Classroom. J Sch 
Health. 2021;91(4):285-290. doi:10.1111/josh.13001

8. Marshall SA, Mallory KD, DuPlessis D, Muscat CC, Hickling A, Scratch SE. Evaluating change in 
educators’ brain injury knowledge and self-efficacy following completion of TeachABI. J Int 
Neuropsychol Soc; 2025. doi: 10.1017/S1355617725101161

9. Damschroder LJ, Aron DC, Keith RE, Kirsh SR, Alexander JA, Lowery JC. Fostering implementation 
of health services research findings into practice: a consolidated framework for advancing 
implementation science. Implement Sci. 2009;4(1):50. doi:10.1186/1748-5908-4-50  
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2. Data Analysis

Participants: N = 17
• Community Educators = 4
• Bloorview School Authority 

Educators = 10
• Caregivers of brain injury clients 

who are educators = 3

Directed Content Analysis Approach 
• Consolidated Framework for 

Implementation Research (CFIR)9

Inductive coding for emergent codes
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“I think it could be very successful. You 
know there's only so many factors that we can control in 

terms of the uptake at the community but to be 
providing the resource, to make it practical and concise 
and just accessible, and to be able to offer that, I think is 
excellent. School boards have to find ways to be able to 

implement it, but to have something is a huge start.”
- Participant 1

“A lot of times that is convincing an administrator 
that it's in their best interest to release a teacher, 

give them some time to learn this before they 
come back.”

- Participant 2


